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Today’s VeTerinary news

The Latest News in Veterinary Medicine

Education

Online Continuing Education 

Behavior Course
September 2011—Virbac Animal 

Health (virbacvet.com) has released 

the first chapter of their new Behavior 

University online series. Understand-

ing Fear, Anxiety, and Stress in Dogs 

and Cats is an introductory course 

on animal behavior aimed to help 

veterinarians and their staff recog-

nize the body language of, and better 

understand fear, anxiety, and stress 

in, dogs and cats. Virbac’s Behavior 

University is an online resource that 

offers up-to-date technical and treat-

ment information about behavioral 

issues. The courses can help identify 

and address solutions to behavior 

problems. Participants receive 1 hour 

of CE credit for successfully complet-

ing each chapter and the course is 

free of charge. To find out more, visit 

virbacuniversity.com/behavior. 

Education

Heartworm 

Prevention Video 

from AHS
September 16, 2011—The Ameri-

can Heartworm Society (AHS) has 

released a new tool to help veteri-

narians promote awareness for 

heartworm prevention and manage-

ment. The video, entitled Is Your Pet 

Protected?, is designed to educate 

and remind pet owners and veteri-

narians about AHS recommenda-

tions to test pets for heartworm 

each year and give prevention year-

round. “The more we can encourage 

heartworm monitoring and preven-

tion, the more successful our efforts 

will be to continue to raise disease 

awareness among practitioners and 

pet owners,” said AHS President 

Wallace Graham, DVM. The video is 

available to view in the Media Room 

at heartwormsociety.org.

Education

Veterinary Internet Content 

Exchange Online
September 10, 2011—In 2010, the 

North American Veterinary Medical 

Education Consortium (naVMEc, 
aavmc.org/Veterinary-Educators/
naVMEc.aspx), spearheaded by 

the AAVMC, began a comprehen-

sive effort to ensure that veterinary 

medical education meets society, 

veterinary profession, and veteri-

nary students needs. The execu-

tive summary of this effort can 

be found at aavmc.org/naVMEc/
naVMEc-Media.aspx. One of the 6 

recommendations was to “increase 

sharing of educational resources 

among veterinary medical schools 

and colleges.” To support this effort, 

the Veterinary Internet Content 

Exchange (VetICE) was developed. 

This program provides faculty and 

students access to high-quality, 

engaging Internet-based learning 

materials and courses, authored by 

leading faculty in a variety of animal 

health disciplines. For more informa-

tion, visit VeticE.net.

nEw Product

New Pet Food for Hyperthyroid 

Cats
August 29, 2011—Hill’s Pet Nutri-

tion (hillsvet.com) has launched 

Hill’s Prescription Diet y/d Feline 

Thyroid Health, 

a da i ly,  low 

iodine nutr i-

t ion solut ion 

des ig ned to 

manage hyper-

thyroidism in 

cats, and clini-

ca l ly  proven 

t o  i mpr ov e 

thyroid health 

in 3 weeks. To read about a success 

story of a cat receiving this food, visit 

multivu.com/mnr/51765-hills-
pet-nutrition-launches-new-pet-
food-for-hyperthyroid-cats. For 

more information on the product, 

go to the Hill’s webpage.

confErEncE

AAVMC Conference Registration Now Open
September 20, 2011—Registration for the 2012 Association of American Veteri-

nary Medical Colleges (AAVMC, aavmc.org) Annual 

Conference is now available. The conference will be held 

Wednesday, March 7, to Sunday, March 11, at the Westin 

Alexandria in Alexandria, Virginia. Featured sessions 

include a leadership workshop and sessions on outsourc-

ing of clinical education, challenges involved in food 

supply academic veterinary medicine, and the results of the AAVMC/AVMA 

Climate Survey, which evaluated how accepting academia is of students from 

underrepresented races, cultures, and lifestyles. To register online for the 

conference, go to registration123.com/aaVMc/2012_ann_conf/.

(News continued on page 14)
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TRIFEXIS™  
(spinosad + milbemycin oxime) 
Chewable Tablets
Before using TRIFEXIS chewable tablets, please consult the 
product insert, a summary of which follows:

Caution: Federal (USA) law restricts this drug to use by or on the 
order of a licensed veterinarian.

Indications: 
TRIFEXIS is indicated for the prevention of heartworm disease 
(Dirofilaria immitis). TRIFEXIS kills fleas and is indicated for the 
prevention and treatment of flea infestations (Ctenocephalides 
felis), and the treatment and control of adult hookworm 
(Ancylostoma caninum), adult roundworm (Toxocara canis 
and Toxascaris leonina) and adult whipworm (Trichuris vulpis) 
infections in dogs and puppies 8 weeks of age or older and  
5 pounds of body weight or greater.

Contraindications:  
There are no known contraindications to the use of TRIFEXIS 
Chewable Tablets.

Warnings: 
Not for human use. Keep this and all drugs out of the reach of 
children.

Serious adverse reactions have been reported following 
concomitant extra-label use of ivermectin with spinosad alone, 
one of the components of TRIFEXIS Chewable Tablets (see 
ADVERSE REACTIONS).

Precautions: 
Treatment with fewer than 3 monthly doses after the last exposure 
to mosquitoes may not provide complete heartworm prevention 
(see EFFECTIVENESS).

Prior to administration of TRIFEXIS, dogs should be tested for 
existing heartworm infection. At the discretion of the veterinarian, 
infected dogs should be treated with an adulticide to remove adult 
heartworms. TRIFEXIS is not effective against adult D. immitis. 
While the number of circulating microfilariae may decrease 
following treatment, TRIFEXIS is not indicated for microfilariae 
clearance. Mild, transient hypersensitivity reactions manifested 
as labored respiration, vomiting, salivation and lethargy, have 
been noted in some dogs treated with milbemycin oxime carrying 
a high number of circulating microfilariae. These reactions are 
presumably caused by release of protein from dead or dying 
microfilariae.

Use with caution in breeding females. The safe use of TRIFEXIS in 
breeding males has not been evaluated. Use with caution in dogs 
with pre-existing epilepsy. Puppies less than 14 weeks of age may 
experience a higher rate of vomiting.

Adverse Reactions: 
In a well-controlled US field study, which included a total of  
352 dogs (176 treated with TRIFEXIS chewable tablets and  
176 treated with an active control), no serious adverse reactions 
were attributed to administration of TRIFEXIS chewable tablets.  
All reactions were regarded as mild.

Reactions that occurred at an incidence >2% (average monthly 
rate) within any of the 6 months of observation are presented in 
the following table: 

Average Monthly Rate (%) of Dogs With Adverse Reactions

   Adverse TRIFEXIS Chewable Active Control 
 Reaction Tabletsa Tabletsa

 Vomiting 6.13 3.08

   Pruritus 4.00 4.91

   Lethargy 2.63 1.54

   Diarrhea 2.25 1.54

an=176 dogs

In the US field study, one dog administered TRIFEXIS experienced 
a single mild seizure 2H hours after receiving the second monthly 
dose. The dog remained enrolled and received four additional 
monthly doses after the event and completed the study without 
further incident.

Following concomitant extra-label use of ivermectin with spinosad 
alone, a component of TRIFEXIS, some dogs have experienced 
the following clinical signs: trembling/twitching, salivation/drooling, 
seizures, ataxia, mydriasis, blindness and disorientation. Spinosad 
alone has been shown to be safe when administered concurrently 
with heartworm preventatives at label directions.

In US and European field studies, no dogs experienced seizures 
when dosed with spinosad alone at the therapeutic dose range of 
13.5-27.3 mg/lb (30-60 mg/kg), including 4 dogs with pre-existing 
epilepsy. Four epileptic dogs that received higher than the 
maximum recommended dose of 27.3 mg/lb (60 mg/kg) 
experienced at least one seizure within the week following the 
second dose of spinosad, but no seizures following the first and 
third doses. The cause of the seizures observed in the field studies 
could not be determined.

For technical assistance or to report an adverse drug reaction,  
call 1-888-545-5973. Additional information can be found at  
www.TRIFEXIS.com.

Effectiveness:

Heartworm Prevention: 
In a well-controlled laboratory study, TRIFEXIS was 100% 
effective against induced heartworm infections when administered 
for 3 consecutive monthly doses. Two consecutive monthly doses 
did not provide 100% effectiveness against heartworm infection. 
In another well-controlled laboratory study, a single dose of 
TRIFEXIS was 100% effective against induced heartworm 
infections. In a well-controlled six-month US field study conducted 
with TRIFEXIS, no dogs were positive for heartworm infection as 
determined by heartworm antigen testing performed at the end of 
the study and again three months later.

Flea Treatment and Prevention: 
In a well-controlled laboratory study, TRIFEXIS demonstrated 
100% effectiveness on the first day following treatment and 
100% effectiveness on Day 30. In a well-controlled laboratory 
study, spinosad, a component of TRIFEXIS, began to kill fleas 
30 minutes after administration and demonstrated 100% 
effectiveness within 4 hours. In field studies conducted in 
households with existing flea infestations of varying severity, flea 
reductions of 98.0% to 99.8% were observed over the course of 
3 monthly treatments with spinosad alone. Dogs with signs of flea 
allergy dermatitis showed improvement in erythema, papules, 
scaling, alopecia, dermatitis/pyodermatitis and pruritus as a direct 
result of eliminating the fleas.

Treatment and Control of Intestinal Nematode Infections: 
In well-controlled laboratory studies, TRIFEXIS was ≥ 90% 
effective in removing naturally and experimentally induced adult 
roundworm, whipworm and hookworm infections. 

NADA #141-321, Approved by the FDA

Manufactured for Elanco Animal Health 
A Division of Eli Lilly & Co. 
Lilly Corporate Center, Indianapolis, IN 46285

Trifexis™ is a trademark of Eli Lilly and Company

PA9945DEAMX  (V01-12-2010)
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New Product

New Product Guarantee for 

FRONTLINE Plus
August 29, 2011—Merial (merial.com) 

is launching a guarantee offered only 

through participating 

veterinarians nation-

wide: the Satisfac-

tion Plus Guarantee. 

This guarantee is 

intended to demon-

strate Merial’s confi-

dence in the proven 

efficacy of FRONTLINE Plus, which kills 

adult fleas, their eggs and larvae, and 

ticks. As a part of the Satisfaction Plus 

Guarantee, pet owners will have access 

to specially-trained Merial technicians 

who can offer advice on several aspects 

of flea and tick control, such as overall 

product use, efficacy, and instruction 

on proper application. If the techni-

cian cannot solve the pet owner’s flea 

and tick problem, Merial will provide 

a 1-time, in-home inspection and treat-

ment, if necessary, by a Terminix certi-

fied professional, provided FRONT-

LINE Plus was purchased from a veter-

inarian and used for 3 consecutive 

months on all pets in the household. 

For full details and eligibility require-

ments, visit completeKiller.com.

New Product

Identifying GI Issues 

with an App
September 6, 2011—Veterinary 

staff members now have a new 

tool available to help them identify 

gastrointestinal (GI) issues. Acces-

sible in the medical category in 

the Apple App Store, the Purina 

Veterinary Diets Diagnostic App 

for iPhone and iPad assists veter-

inarians in 

diagnosing GI 

problems in 

dogs and cats. 

This tool uses 

a l g o r i t h m s 

to help local-

ize the GI 

c o n d i t i o n , 

taking into 

consideration 

history, physi-

cal examination, and diagnostic 

results. Clinical signs covered by 

the app include anorexia, consti-

pation, diarrhea, f latulence, 

regurgitation, vomiting, and 

weight loss. For more informa-

tion, visit the App Store or go to 

PurinaVeterinarydiets.com to 

access the application. 

New Product

New Fast-Acting Tick & Flea Product Launched
August 31, 2011—The FDA has recently approved Norvartis Animal Health 

US, Inc’s (ah.norvartis.us) PARASTAR Plus, a dual-action tick and flea adulti-

cide that combines fipronil with 

cyphenothrin, a type II pyrethroid. 

PARASTAR Plus starts killing ticks 

and fleas in as little as 1 hour and 

is approved for 30-day control of 

fleas, chewing lice, mites that cause 

sarcoptic mange, and ticks that may 

carry tick-borne disease. It is admin-

istered topically and approved for 

use in dogs and puppies 12 weeks 

of age and older. PARASTAR Plus 

will be offered exclusively through 

veterinarians but is not yet registered in all states; to learn more about avail-

ability in your state, visit parastarpluspet.com.

(News continued on page 43)

(News continued from page 12)

http://www.TRIFEXIS.com
http://merial.com
http://completeKiller.com
http://PurinaVeterinarydiets.com
http://ah.norvartis.us
http://parastarpluspet.com


September/October 2011    Today’s Veterinary Practice 43

•	 	Same	day	servicing	and	life	long		

after	sales	support

•	Oil	free	compressor,	reducing	maintenance

•	Autoclavable	suction

•	High	speed	handpiece	with	LED	light

•		Low	speed	handpiece	with	tangle	free		

prophy	cups

•	Air	water	syringe	with	CLS	at	your	fingertips

•	Made	in	the	USA	by	iM3

Elite LED U5080 

$5,890 + S/H

iM3 USA		THE	VETErinAry	DEnTAL	COMpAny		Vancouver	WA	98682		

p	+1	800	664	6348			f	+1	360	254	2940		e	info@im3usa.com		www.im3vet.com

iM3	Dental	Systems…
the	complete	solution	for	your	practice.

The	LED	Advantage		

high	speed	handpiece		

is	the	most	advanced	in		

the	world.	it	requires		

no	electricity,	just		

air	to	produce	the		

brightest	illumination	

in	the	industry.	

iM3	has	developed		

a	variable	suction	dental	unit		

that	is	totally	autoclavable.	

What	percentage	of	pets	receive	

the	dental	care	they	need?	

80%	of	dogs	and	70%	of	cats		

over	3	years	of	age	suffer	from		

periodontal	disease.*	Left	untreated,		

it	may	affect	the	heart,	liver,	kidneys		

and	cause	severe	pain.

*American Veterinary Medical Association, 2006

iM3 dental machines can pay for themselves in 2 months!

New Product

Atopica for Cats MODIFIED Approved by FDA
August 12, 2011ÑNovartis Animal Health US, Inc (ah.norvartis.

us) has received FDA approval for Atopica for Cats MODIFIED, 

the first treatment specifically approved for chronic feline aller-

gic dermatitis and the only nonsteroid therapy for this disease. 

This disease, one of the 

most common reasons 

pet owners present 

their cats to a veteri-

narian, can be diffi-

cult to diagnose and 

manage.  Atopica for 

Cats is proven to signif-

icantly relieve itching 

and reduce skin lesions, 

with improvement seen within a few weeks. It comes in an 

easy-to-dose oral solution. The U.S. launch of Atopica for Cats 

will begin in late 2011 and continue through 2012.

Product uNavailability

Heartworm Treatment Immiticide 

Unavailable
August 11, 2011ÑImmiticide (merial.com), 

the only adulticide available to treat heartworm 

in dogs, will be unavailable for an unknown 

amount of time. The American Heartworm 

Society (AHS) has put together a detailed 

management plan for veterinarians, which is 

available on their website, heartwormsoci-

ety.org. The goals of the interim plan include:

•	Reduce	 potential	 pathology	 from	 the	

infection.

•	Maintain	 the	 health	 of	 the	 heartworm-

positive dog until it can be appropriately 

treated.

•	Prevent	 additional	 heartworm	 infection	

of the dog.

The objective of this plan is not to eliminate 

infection, but to manage patients in the best 

possible way until Immiticide is available. 

(News continued from page 14)
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