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Path to Pet Wellness: With the exception of herpesvirus infections and conjunctivitis, the prevalence of 
specifi c ocular conditions in cats has not been reported. This is likely due to the overlap of clinical signs 
shared among diseases and the numerous causes of these diseases. The prevalence of feline herpesvirus in 
normal cats has been reported between 7% and 63%, although 98% of cats are exposed and 80% of these 
cats become persistently infected.1-3 

In this dataset, less than 1% of cats were clinically diagnosed with herpesvirus infection. As feline 
herpesvirus frequently manifests as conjunctivitis (which likely includes the categories of conjunctivitis, 
chemosis, and scleritis in this dataset), corneal ulceration, and/or blepharitis, this dataset likely 
underestimates actual herpesvirus infection in cats. 

The prevalence of conjunctivitis in cats reported in this dataset is similar to that reported in the literature 
(2.8%).4 A higher proportion of juvenile and intact cats were affected, confi rming the report that more mature 
and neutered cats may be able to mount an immune response and are seropositive for feline herpesvirus with 
fewer clinical signs.5

Feline anterior uveitis is common in a referral setting, but true prevalence has not been reported. The 
literature lists infectious disease (15%–31%), neoplasia (5%–13%), systemic hypertension (2%), and unknown 
etiology (40%–70%) as endogenous causes.6 Feline infectious peritonitis is the most common infectious cause 
of uveitis at 16% of cases,6 which may explain the higher prevalence of uveitis in juvenile cats in the dataset.

—Bradford J. Holmberg, DVM, MS, PhD, Diplomate ACVO
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Feline Ocular Conditions 
The following table outlines the prevalence of feline ocular diagnoses in cats presented 
to Banfi eld Pet Hospitals in 2014. Feline herpesvirus infections, and their ocular 
manifestations, are discussed in Runny Eyes: Feline Herpesvirus Infection (page 65).
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Prevalence of Clinical Diagnosis of Herpesvirus Infection & Select Ocular Conditions per 
10,000 Cats Seen, Grouped by Age & Reproductive Status* (2014)
Age & Reproductive 
Status

Population in 
Category

Herpes-
virus

Conjunc-
tivitis Uveitis Chemosis Scleritis Blepharitis Corneal 

Ulcer

All cats combined 483,649 68.3 370.7 8.6 6 1.7 4.1 42.6

Juvenile 
(< 1 year) 115,620 110.6 714.5 15.8 10.5 3 4.5 47.1

Young adult 
(1 to < 3 years) 107,259 69.4 304.8 7.3 4.8 1.1 5.4 37

Mature adult 
(3 to < 10 years) 189,823 51.6 238 4.4 3.8 1.4 3.4 37

Geriatric 
(> 10 years) 97,765 41.2 201 8.2 4.6 1 2.7 44.9

Castrated male 217,260 72.2 349.1 8.9 5.8 1.4 4.3 43.2

Spayed female 215,107 60.9 300.1 8 5 1.8 3.7 38

Intact male 23,048 86.8 820.5 8.7 11.3 2.2 6.9 72

Intact female 27,006 77.4 665 10 10.4 3 3.3 50.7

*NOTE: Age group and reproductive status totals will not match overall totals. Age groups are derived from visit age in 2014; 
some pets may have been counted in multiple age categories (eg, a pet that visited as a juvenile and then as a young adult in 
2014). Reproductive status totals will not match due to animals of unknown sex or reproductive status.
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