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LEARN ABOUT WEBSITES, BLOGS, & SOCIAL MEDIA 
Merial and content marketing agency Vertical Measures have 
teamed up to help veterinary clinics improve their digital content. 
Through a series of 4 live webinars, Vertical Measures will educate 

participants on best practices in 
digital marketing, such as website 
design, blogging, and social 
media. Each webinar will be 45 to 
60 minutes in length and include a 
10-minute Q&A session. The fi rst 
webinar in the series, Why Online 

Marketing?, was presented at the Western Veterinary Conference 
in Las Vegas; the remaining webinars scheduled throughout 2016 
include:
• How Do I Design My Website? (May 5 & 26, June 2)
• Blogging Best Practices (July 7 & 21, Aug 11)
• Social Media Best Practices (Sept 8 & 22, Oct 6) 

To learn more, visit verticalmeasures.com/nexgard-merial-webinars/.

The Latest News in 
Veterinary Medicine

For more 
veterinary 
news, go to
Facebook.com/
TodaysVeterinary
Practice

TOP 10 LIST OF PET POISONS
The American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(ASPCA) Animal Poison Control 
Center (APCC) released the Top 
Pet Toxins of 2015. For the fi rst 
time, over-the-counter (OTC) 
medications and supplements 
surpassed prescription medications 
to take the top spot on the list of 
toxins most commonly ingested by 
pets. Of the 181,818 cases APCC 
handled involving pets exposed to 
potentially poisonous substances 
in 2015, nearly 16% of those calls 
(28,523 cases) were from owners 
whose pets accessed OTC products 
intended for human use. Calls into 
the APCC in 2015 involved the 10 
following toxins, ranked in order of 
call volume:
1. Human OTC medications
2. Human prescription medications 
3. Insecticides
4. Human foods
5. Household items
6. Veterinary medications 
7. Chocolate
8. Plants
9. Rodenticides
10. Lawn/garden products
For further information, visit 
aspca.org/apcc.

NEW WEBSITE & UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR IRIS
The International Renal Interest Society (IRIS)—created to advance 
the scientifi c understanding of kidney disease in small animals—has 
launched a new website. The mission of IRIS is to help veterinary 

practitioners better diagnose, understand, 
and treat renal disease in cats and dogs 
and, in order to achieve this mission, the 
group—led by a board of 15 independent 
veterinarians with particular expertise 
in nephrology—investigates ways to 
accurately diagnose and innovatively 
treat chronic renal diseases. One of the 
organization’s primary objectives is to 
establish an internationally recognized set 
of guidelines on diagnosis, assessment, 
and treatment of chronic kidney disease; 
these guidelines are updated regularly, with 
the most recent revisions made in 2015 

and available on the IRIS website. Also available are guidelines 
for grading acute kidney injury and results of the IRIS Canine 
Proteinuria Consensus Project. IRIS is supported by Elanco Animal 
Health, which provides funding and organizational assistance. Visit 
the new IRIS website at iris-kidney.com.

Visit tvpjournal.com and select Clinical Resources to 
view and download the IRIS Staging of Chronic Kidney 
Disease (Modifi ed 2015) guidelines and IRIS Treatment 
Recommendations for Chronic Kidney Disease (Revised 
2015) in dogs and cats guidelines, courtesy of IRIS.

Read the 
new ASPCA 
APCC column, Practical 
Toxicology, on page 49.
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It’s the fi rst warm Saturday after a long cold winter. 
Every appointment is booked. Midmorning the 
frantic calls from clients start rolling in: 
• I diluted fertilizer and watered a plant, and now my 

kitten is drinking from the overflow saucer. 
• I had a bag of fertilizer sitting in the garden, and my 

dog ripped it open and started eating the fertilizer. 
• I was planting flowers, my dog ate the fish meal in the 

bucket, and now his breath stinks. 
Each and every client wants to know: What 

should I do? Will my pet live? You need to know 
whether the client should treat the pet at home, 
bring the pet to the clinic, or rush the pet to a 
24-hour-care facility. 

FERTILIZER FACTS
Fertilizers, which can be organic or synthetic, are 
designed to be applied to soil (or sometimes plant 
tissue) to supply one or more nutrients needed for 
plant growth. 

Ingredients
There are many different brands, manufacturers, 
and distributors of fertilizers. Common ingredients 
are listed in Table 1. Fertilizers may be formulated 

for specifi c types of plants (eg, acid loving plants), 
vegetables, or fl owers. Sludge fertilizers are 
sometimes used as deer repellant. 

Fertilizers generally contain nitrogen, phosphorus, 
and potassium. N-P-K represents the percentage of 
these ingredients in the fertilizer. A lawn fertilizer 
may have an N-P-K of 29-3-4 (29% nitrogen, 3% 
phosphorus, and 4% potassium), while bone meal 
often has an N-P-K of 0-12-0, refl ecting the mineral 
composition of bone. Product packaging typically 
includes this information in the fertilizer name or 
near the name on the package. 

TREATING FERTILIZER 
INGESTIONS?  
AS EASY AS N-P-K
Charlotte Means, DVM, MLIS, Diplomate ABVT & ABT
ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center, University of Illinois

Welcome to Practical Toxicology, brought to you in partnership between Today’s Veterinary 
Practice and the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center (aspcapro.org/about-animal-poison-
control-center). This column will provide practical clinical information about diagnosing and 
treating pets that have been exposed to potentially harmful substances. 
The APCC:
• Provides 24-hour diagnostic and treatment recommendations by specially trained veterinary 

toxicologists
• Protects and improves animal lives through toxicology education, consulting services, and case 

data review
• Developed and maintains AnTox, an animal toxicology database system that identifies and 

characterizes toxic effects of substances in animals
• Works closely with human poison control centers to provide animal poisoning information
• Offers extensive veterinary toxicology consulting to organizations in industry, government, and 

agriculture.
If treating a patient that requires emergency care for poisoning, call the APCC at 888-426-4435.

TABLE 1. 
Common Ingredients in Fertilizers
• Chicken manure, bat guano
• Cocoa bean mulch
• Meals, including fi sh, bone, blood, and chicken 

feather
• Seaweed extract
• Sewage sludge* 
• Small amounts of minerals, including iron, copper, 

boron, cobalt, manganese, molybdenum, and zinc 
• Triple phosphate

*  Poor bioavailability; heated at high temperatures to 
kill pathogens; frequently has high iron levels and may 
contain heavy metals, such as cadmium
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MEDICATION FOR ADDISON’S DISEASE 

NOW AVAILABLE 

Dechra Veterinary Products 
announced that Zycortal 
Suspension (desoxycorticosterone 
pivalate injectable suspension) is 
now available through all major 
veterinary distributors, after being 
approved by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration Center for Veterinary Medicine. 
Desoxycorticosterone pivalate is a replacement therapy 
for mineralocorticoid defi ciency in dogs with primary 
hypoadrenocorticism (Addison’s disease). Dechra 
Veterinary Products currently offers 2 other companion 
animal endocrine therapies, VETORYL Capsules 
(trilostane) and FELIMAZOLE (methimazole) Coated 
Tablets. For further details, including full prescribing 
information, visit dechra-us.com.

MAROPITANT INJECTABLE APPROVED FOR IV 

ADMINISTRATION

Zoetis, Inc announced that 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration Center for 
Veterinary Medicine approved 
an update to the labeling 
for CERENIA (maropitant citrate) Injectable, allowing 
for IV administration during surgical protocols using 
emetogenic medication, or medication that induces 
vomiting. Previously approved only for SC injection, 
this label update gives veterinarians an additional 
delivery option to help prevent vomiting in canine and 
feline patients. CERENIA Injectable is indicated for the 
prevention and treatment of acute vomiting in dogs 
2 months of age and older, prevention of vomiting in 
dogs 4 months of age and older caused by emetogenic 
medication or chemotherapeutic agents, and treatment 
of vomiting in cats 4 months of age and older. Please 
visit cereniadvm.com for more information.

SAVINGS OFFERED ON 
VETERINARY LIFT TABLES
Midmark introduced a new 
promotion within its animal 
health division that runs until 
December 31, 2016. This 
offer, targeted at helping 
practitioners provide the 
best care to their patients, offers rebates of 
$750 on eligible Canis Major tables. Under the 
terms of the promotion, customers can receive 
a $750 rebate on the Canis Major Exam Lift 
Table as well as the Canis Major Wet Dental/
Treatment Lift Table. Midmark Canis Major Lift 
Tables enable patients to be safely and easily 
positioned for examinations and procedures. For 
product inquiries, please call the Midmark Animal 
Health Customer Experience Department at (800) 
MIDMARK or visit midmarkanimalhealth.com/
canispromo2016. For questions regarding the 
promotion, dial extension 107575.

PATENT GRANTED FOR MODIFIED RELEASE TECHNOLOGY 

Pegasus Laboratories, Inc, doing business as PRN Pharmacal, has announced the grant of a patent on a 
modifi ed release technology. This patent provides ownership and legal protection for Pegasus Laboratories’ 
unique release technology for solid oral dosage drug products. This new 
encapsulation technique, which allows tablets to be broken or chewed 
while retaining modifi ed release properties, is intended to provide once-
daily dosing and taste masking to animals while maintaining palatability. 
This technology has direct applicability to a wide variety of active 
ingredient chemistries. To learn more about PRN Pharmacal products, visit 
prnpharmacal.com or call (800) 874-9764.

SAROLANER CHEWABLES RECEIVE 
FDA APPROVAL 
Zoetis has announced that the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration Center for Veterinary 
Medicine has approved Simparica (sarolaner) 
Chewables to kill adult fl eas and prevent 
fl ea infestations as well as treat and control 
infestations due to the lone star, gulf coast, 
American dog, and brown dog ticks. Simparica 
is approved for use in dogs 6 months of age 
or older and weighing 2.8 or more pounds. In 
a single-dose chewable tablet, once-monthly 
Simparica offers fast and persistent protection 
from fl eas and ticks, with peak performance that 
lasts for a full 35 days without losing effi cacy. 
For more information about Simparica and full 
prescribing information, visit zoetisus.com/
simparica. 
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NEW ELEMENTS REINFORCE 
COMMITMENT TO PET WELLNESS
Veterinary Products Laboratories 
(VPL), a division of Central 
Life Sciences, is reinforcing its 

commitment to pet 
health and wellness 
by unveiling a new 
logo and brand 
elements. As part 
of that initiative, 
the company has 
introduced its 
newly updated 
website, vpl.com, 
which provides 
details on its wide 
variety of product 
offerings, including 
the Vet-Kem 

brand and Duralactin product lines. 
Refreshed items also include a new 
mission, vision, and set of customer 
commitments. The mission statement, 
to partner with veterinarians to 
provide essential pet wellness 
solutions delivered compassionately 
and with purpose, encapsulates VPL’s 
approach to pet wellness.

LATEST GENERATION PORTABLE 
VETERINARY ULTRASOUND 
INTRODUCED
E.I. Medical Imaging has introduced 
its latest generation of portable 
veterinary ultrasound, the new Ibex 
EVO, developed exclusively for animal 
and livestock needs. EVO features 
new advanced imaging software 
with a full range of imaging modes, 
including B, B+M, PD, and color, and 
has 4 times the processing power of 
the current Ibex platform. The same 
Durascan technology of its preceding 
Ibex systems is included. For more 
information, contact Jim Turner, 
Marketing Director, at (866) 365-6596 
or visit eimedical.com.
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