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If anything prevents continued advancement of this 
professional body, it may be the confusion over why 
there are so many different titles. If this confuses 
us, then how does it affect our patients’ owners’ 
acceptance and recognition, an integral component in 
improving our retention of veterinary technicians?

I will focus on where we are, and the next editorial 
will focus on where the veterinary nursing 
profession may be headed in the next decade.

Currently, veterinary technicians, one of the most 
well-known designations, have credentials, which vary 
between states. A credentialed veterinary technician may 
be registered (RVT), licensed (LVT), certified (CVT) 
or a licensed veterinary medical technician (LVMT)! 
An interesting map of the state-by-state credentialing 
terminology is available on the National Association of 
Veterinary Technicians in America (NAVTA) website.2 
Veterinary technicians are required to attend and graduate 
from an AVMA-approved (American Veterinary Medical 
Association) program and pass the Veterinary Technician 
National Examination. State dependent, there may also be 
additional examinations and CE requirements, bi-annual 

or annual. At the time of this writing, a veterinary 
assistant is defined as an individual who provides care 
under the supervision of a veterinarian or credentialed 
veterinary technician, and designated as either approved 
(AVA) or certified (CVA), based on whether NAVTA 
or the state veterinary medical association oversees 
their training. Further to this, a veterinary technician 
specialist (VTS) designation can be achieved by a 
credentialed veterinary technician with extra training 
in one of NAVTA-recognized 15 academies, which 
include ophthalmology, surgery and internal medicine. 
To many people, these credentials can be confusing 
and, understandably, lead to a lack of recognition of 
the individuals working alongside us and the amount of 
work they invested to get to that point. This is obviously 
aside from the possibility that this confusion may also 
lead to a lack of financial reward, which should, ideally, 
mirror the person’s qualification and experience.

In 2017, NAVTA announced its plans to move forward 
with the veterinary nurse credential change with the 
formation of the Veterinary Nurse Initiative (VNI) 
Coalition. Pursuing legislative changes in all 50 states 
to establish the credential of registered veterinary 
nurse, NAVTA’s board approved the action replace 
the titles of RVT, LVT, CVT and LVMT, and unite 
the profession under a single title, set of credentialing 
requirements, and scope of practice. Although a 
challenging and time-consuming process, it’s one that 
will help to unify the profession and create a platform 
for the continued advancement and integration 
of veterinary nursing into our practices, whatever 
geographic and socio-economic society they serve. 

As veterinarians, we should ensure this wait for 
a new name does not deter us with respect to 
constantly improving the integration of nurses into 
the ever-changing face of our practices, achieving 
more efficiency, better patient care, improved 
client confidence, and most importantly, long-term 
retention of these invaluable professionals. 

The Age of the Veterinary 
Nurse Has Arrived! 
Part I: What’s in a Name?

Simon R. Platt, BVM&S, MRCVS, DACVIM (Neurology), DECVN 
University of Georgia

EDITOR’S NOTE

“  I am of certain convinced that the greatest 
heroes are those who do their duty in the 
daily grind of domestic affairs whilst the 
world whirls as a maddening dreidel.” 1

  — Florence Nightingale

1https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/63084-i-am-of-certain-convinced-
that-the-greatest-heroes-are (accessed November 20, 2017). 
2For detail by state, visit: http://www.navta.net/resource/resmgr/vn_
initiative/VeterinaryNursingMap.html



NADA 141-459, Approved by FDA

(fluralaner topical solution) for Dogs
BRIEF SUMMARY (For full Prescribing Information, see package insert)
Caution:
Federal (USA) law restricts this drug to use by or on the order of a licensed 
veterinarian.
Indications:
Bravecto kills adult fleas and is indicated for the treatment and prevention of flea infestations 
(Ctenocephalides felis) and the treatment and control of tick infestations [Ixodes scapularis 
(black-legged tick), Dermacentor variabilis (American dog tick), and Rhipicephalus sanguineus 
(brown dog tick)] for 12 weeks in dogs and puppies 6 months of age and older, and 
weighing 4.4 pounds or greater.
Bravecto is also indicated for the treatment and control of Amblyomma americanum 
(lone star tick) infestations for 8 weeks in dogs and puppies 6 months of age and 
older, and weighing 4.4 pounds or greater.
Contraindications:
There are no known contraindications for the use of the product.

WARNINGS
Human Warnings:
Not for human use. Keep this and all drugs out of the reach of children. Do not 
contact or allow children to contact the application site until dry. 
Keep the product in the original packaging until use in order to prevent children from 
getting direct access to the product. Do not eat, drink or smoke while handling the 
product. Avoid contact with skin and eyes. If contact with eyes occurs, then flush eyes 
slowly and gently with water. Wash hands and contacted skin thoroughly 
with soap and water immediately after use of the product.
The product is highly flammable. Keep away from heat, sparks, open flame or other 
sources of ignition.
Precautions:
For topical use only. Avoid oral ingestion. Use with caution in dogs with a history 
of seizures. Seizures have been reported in dogs receiving fluralaner, even in 
dogs without a history of seizures. Bravecto has not been shown to be effective for 
12-weeks duration in puppies less than 6 months of age. Bravecto is not effective 
against Amblyomma americanum ticks beyond 8 weeks after dosing.  
Adverse Reactions:
In a well-controlled U.S. field study, which included a total of 165 households and 
321 treated dogs (221 with fluralaner and 100 with a topical active control), there 
were no serious adverse reactions.

Percentage of Dogs with Adverse Reactions in the Field Study

Adverse Reaction  
(AR)

Bravecto Group:  
Percent of Dogs with 

the AR During the  
105-Day Study  
(n=221 dogs)

Control Group:  
Percent of Dogs with 

the AR During the  
84-Day Study  
(n=100 dogs)

Vomiting 6.3% 6.0%
Alopecia 4.1% 2.0%
Diarrhea 2.7% 11.0%
Lethargy 2.7% 2.0%

Decreased Appetite 1.4% 0.0%
Moist Dermatitis/Rash 0.9% 0.0%

In the field study, two dogs treated with Bravecto with no prior history of seizures each 
experienced a seizure. One dog had two seizures a day apart about 18 days after its first 
dose. The dog was started on antiepileptic medication and had no additional seizures 
during the study. A second dog had a seizure 76 days after its first dose and 3 days after 
starting fluoxetine for separation anxiety. The fluoxetine was discontinued and the dog 
experienced no additional seizures during the study. One dog treated with Bravecto was 
observed by the owner to be off balance for about 30 minutes five days after its first 
dose and had no similar observations after the second dose. One dog with a history of 
seizures had a seizure the day after the second dose of the active control.
In two well-controlled laboratory dose confirmation studies, one dog developed mild 
to moderate redness, flaking, crusts/scabs and alopecia at the treatment site from 
Day 1 through 14 after application of Bravecto on Day 0, and one dog developed 
self-limiting generalized erythema (possible allergic reaction) one day after treatment 
with Bravecto.
In a European field study in cats, there were three reports of facial dermatitis in 
humans after close contact with the application site which occurred within 4 days 
of application.
For technical assistance or to report a suspected adverse drug reaction, or to obtain a copy 
of the Safety Data Sheet (SDS), contact Merck Animal Health at 1-800-224-5318. Additional 
information can be found at www.bravecto.com. For additional information about adverse 
drug experience reporting for animal drugs, contact FDA at 1-888-FDA-VETS or online at 
http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/SafetyHealth.
How Supplied:
Bravecto is available in five strengths for use in dogs (112.5, 250, 500, 1000, and 1400 
mg fluralaner per tube). Each tube is packaged individually in a pouch. Product may 
be supplied in 1 or 2 tubes per carton.

Distributed by:
Intervet Inc (d/b/a Merck Animal Health)
Madison, NJ 07940
Made in the USA.

Rev. 9/16 

Copyright © 2016 Intervet Inc, a subsidiary of Merck & Company Inc.   
All rights reserved 
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NADA 141-426, Approved by FDA

Flavored chews for dogs. 

BRIEF SUMMARY (For full Prescribing Information, see package insert)
Caution:
Federal (USA) law restricts this drug to use by or on the order of a licensed 
veterinarian.

Indications:
Bravecto kills adult fleas and is indicated for the treatment and prevention of flea 
infestations (Ctenocephalides felis) and the treatment and control of tick infestations 
[Ixodes scapularis (black-legged tick), Dermacentor variabilis (American dog tick), 
and Rhipicephalus sanguineus (brown dog tick)] for 12 weeks in dogs and puppies 6 
months of age and older, and weighing 4.4 pounds or greater.

Bravecto is also indicated for the treatment and control of Amblyomma americanum 
(lone star tick) infestations for 8 weeks in dogs and puppies 6 months of age and 
older, and weighing 4.4 pounds or greater.

Contraindications:
There are no known contraindications for the use of the product.

Warnings:
Not for human use. Keep this and all drugs out of the reach of children. Keep the 
product in the original packaging until use, in order to prevent children from getting 
direct access to the product. Do not eat, drink or smoke while handling the product. 
Wash hands thoroughly with soap and water immediately after use of the product.

Precautions:
Bravecto has not been shown to be effective for 12-weeks duration in puppies less 
than 6 months of age. Bravecto is not effective against Amblyomma americanum ticks 
beyond 8 weeks after dosing.

Adverse Reactions:
In a well-controlled U.S. field study, which included 294 dogs (224 dogs were 
administered Bravecto every 12 weeks and 70 dogs were administered an oral active 
control every 4 weeks and were provided with a tick collar); there were no serious 
adverse reactions. All potential adverse reactions were recorded in dogs treated with 
Bravecto over a 182-day period and in dogs treated with the active control over an 
84-day period. The most frequently reported adverse reaction in dogs in the Bravecto 
and active control groups was vomiting.

Percentage of Dogs with Adverse Reactions in the Field Study

Adverse Reaction 
(AR)

Bravecto Group: 
Percentage of Dogs 

with the AR During the  
182-Day Study  
(n=224 dogs)

Active Control Group: 
Percentage of Dogs 
with the AR During 
the 84-Day Study  

(n=70 dogs)
Vomiting 7.1 14.3

Decreased Appetite 6.7 0.0
Diarrhea 4.9 2.9
Lethargy 5.4 7.1

Polydipsia 1.8 4.3
Flatulence 1.3 0.0

In a well-controlled laboratory dose confirmation study, one dog developed 
edema and hyperemia of the upper lips within one hour of receiving Bravecto. The 
edema improved progressively through the day and had resolved without medical 
intervention by the next morning.

For technical assistance or to report a suspected adverse drug reaction, contact Merck 
Animal Health at 1-800-224-5318. Additional information can be found at www.
bravecto.com. For additional information about adverse drug experience reporting 
for animal drugs, contact FDA at 1-888-FDA-VETS or online at http://www.fda.gov/
AnimalVeterinary/ SafetyHealth.

How Supplied:
Bravecto is available in five strengths (112.5, 250, 500, 1000, and 1400 mg fluralaner 
per chew). Each chew is packaged individually into aluminum foil blister packs sealed 
with a peelable paper backed foil lid stock. Product may be packaged in 1, 2, or 4 
chews per package.

Distributed by:
Intervet Inc (d/b/a Merck Animal Health)
Madison, NJ 07940

Made in Austria
Copyright © 2014 Intervet Inc, a subsidiary of Merck & Company Inc. All rights reserved
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NADA 141-459, Approved by FDA

(fluralaner topical solution) for Cats
BRIEF SUMMARY (For full Prescribing Information, see package insert)
Caution:
Federal (USA) law restricts this drug to use by or on the order of a licensed 
veterinarian.
Indications:
Bravecto kills adult fleas and is indicated for the treatment and prevention of flea 
infestations (Ctenocephalides felis) and the treatment and control of Ixodes scapularis  
(black-legged tick) infestations for 12 weeks in cats and kittens 6 months of age and 
older, and weighing 2.6 pounds or greater.
Bravecto is also indicated for the treatment and control of Dermacentor variabilis 
(American dog tick) infestations for 8 weeks in cats and kittens 6 months of age and 
older, and weighing 2.6 pounds or greater.
Contraindications:
There are no known contraindications for the use of the product.
WARNINGS
Human Warnings:
Not for human use. Keep this and all drugs out of the reach of children. Do not 
contact or allow children to contact the application site until dry. 
Keep the product in the original packaging until use in order to prevent children from 
getting direct access to the product. Do not eat, drink or smoke while handling the 
product. Avoid contact with skin and eyes. If contact with eyes occurs, then flush eyes 
slowly and gently with water. Wash hands and contacted skin thoroughly 
with soap and water immediately after use of the product.
The product is highly flammable. Keep away from heat, sparks, open flame or other 
sources of ignition.
Precautions:
For topical use only. Avoid oral ingestion. Use with caution in cats with a history 
of neurologic abnormalities. Neurologic abnormalities have been reported in 
cats receiving Bravecto, even in cats without a history of neurologic abnormalities. 
Bravecto has not been shown to be effective for 12-weeks duration in kittens less than 
6 months of age. Bravecto is not effective against Dermacentor variabilis ticks beyond 
8 weeks after dosing. The safety of Bravecto has not been established in breeding, 
pregnant and lactating cats.
Adverse Reactions:
In a well-controlled U.S. field study, which included a total of 161 households and 
311 treated cats (224 with fluralaner and 87 with a topical active control), there were 
no serious adverse reactions.
Percentage of Cats with Adverse Reactions (AR) in the Field Study

Adverse Reaction  
(AR)

Bravecto Group:  
Percent of Cats with 

the AR During the 105-
Day Study (n=224 cats)

Control Group:  
Percent of Cats with 
the AR During the 

84-Day Study 
(n=87 cats)

Vomiting 7.6% 6.9%
Pruritus 5.4% 11.5%
Diarrhea 4.9% 1.1%
Alopecia 4.9% 4.6%

Decreased Appetite 3.6% 0.0%
Lethargy 3.1% 2.3%

Scabs/Ulcerated Lesions 2.2% 3.4%
In the field study, two cats treated with fluralaner topical solution experienced ataxia. 
One cat became ataxic with a right head tilt 34 days after the first dose. The cat 
improved within one week of starting antibiotics. The ataxia and right head tilt, along 
with lateral recumbency, reoccurred 82 days after administration of the first dose. 
The cat recovered with antibiotics and was redosed with fluralaner topical solution 92 
days after administration of the first dose, with no further abnormalities during the 
study. A second cat became ataxic 15 days after receiving its first dose and recovered 
the next day. The cat was redosed with fluralaner topical solution 82 days after 
administration of the first dose, with no further abnormalities during the study.
In a European field study, two cats from the same household experienced tremors, 
lethargy, and anorexia within one day of administration. The signs resolved in both 
cats within 48-72 hours.
In a European field study, there were three reports of facial dermatitis in humans 
after close contact with the application site which occurred within 4 days of 
application.
For technical assistance or to report a suspected adverse drug reaction, or to obtain a 
copy of the Safety Data Sheet (SDS), contact Merck Animal Health at 1-800-224-5318. 
Additional information can be found at www.bravecto.com. For additional information 
about adverse drug experience reporting for animal drugs, contact FDA at 1-888-FDA-
VETS or online at http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/SafetyHealth.
How Supplied:
Bravecto is available in three strengths for use in cats (112.5, 250, and 500 mg 
fluralaner per tube). Each tube is packaged individually in a pouch. Product may be 
supplied in 1 or 2 tubes per carton.

Distributed by:
Intervet Inc (d/b/a Merck Animal Health)
Madison, NJ 07940
Made in the USA.
Rev. 9/16
Copyright © 2016 Intervet Inc, a subsidiary of Merck & Company Inc.  
 All rights reserved
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