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Class of 2022: you’ve spent the past 6 to 8 years of your life in 
school learning all the things you need to know, right? I am sure that 
on this precipice of joining the profession your biggest anxiety, like 
most new graduates, is that you don’t actually know enough. 

Well rest easy, you don’t. It’s true: You don’t know enough and you’ll 
probably never know enough. You’ll spend the rest of your career 
seeking continuing education opportunities that inspire and excite 
you, but often out of fear. Fear of missing out, shortfalls, and 
deficits. Fear of board complaints, bad reviews, and legal liability. It’s 
hard not to be scared on your first day of practice. In a way, it is like 
setting off on a back-country hike carrying a 50-pound backpack 
full of all the knowledge you acquired in school but with no map or 
compass and with 256 possible routes for your career to take. 

But there’s a second part to this secret: Not knowing isn’t that big of 
a deal. In the age where artificial intelligence can help us interpret 
radiographs, wearable monitors can generate glucose curves in 
0.0003 seconds, and nearly every client has a supercomputer with a 
powerful search engine at their fingertips, I can assure you that your 
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ability to recite facts and figures no longer 
holds the same weight or defines you as a 
veterinary professional. The scary truth is 
that Dr. G*$@# (name redacted, copyright 
legal things) will always outperform you in 
that arena. 

What you actually learned in school was so 
much more than drug doses and muscle 
insertions/origins. What you learned and 
what you’ll spend the rest of your career 
perfecting is actually professional judgment. 
It is your judgment, fed by thousands and 
thousands of bits of knowledge, that your 
clients and your patients need the most. 
The amazing algorithms in your veterinary 
brain that take bits of client history and 
physical exams, tidbits from books and 
notes, feelings in your hands, past cases, 
conversations with colleagues, and that 
“this doesn’t feel right” pestering sensation 
will guide you. The judgment of knowing 
when to refer to a specialist, send a patient 
to surgery, look up something in a book, or 
find new research articles will save more 
patients and will be more appreciated by 
your clients than if you are able to recite 
the cranial nerves by heart! 

You can spend your career in fear of what 
you don’t know—fear of being blamed, fear 
of making a mistake—or you can embrace 
what you don’t know with the animals and 
people that love them, gifting them with 
your guidance and judgment to figure out 
what you don’t know together. 

Welcome to veterinary medicine, Class of 
2022! We are all just a little bit lost out 
here but the good news is we get to draw 
the map for ourselves, together. 

Dana Varble, DVM, CAE
This column is titled “The 
Secret Life Vets” so I can talk 
about the secrets that really 
should be considered well-
known truths. These are the 
not-so-secret secrets that can 
help change our thinking and 
our profession for the better. 
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