
	� Obtain full-mouth dental radiographs
	� Examine gingiva
	� Measure pocket depths (4–6 places per tooth)*
	� Examine teeth for furcation exposure
	� Examine teeth for pathologic mobility

Perform cleaning and 
educate client on home care

Perform cleaning and 
educate client on home care

	� Perform closed root planing on 
affected teeth

	� Consider perioceutic application
	� Perform cleaning and educate 

client on home care

	� Perform extraction of 
affected teeth

	� Perform cleaning and 
educate client on home care

Committed client
	� Perform periodontal flap surgery and 

open root planing on affected teeth
	� Consider guided tissue regeneration
	� Perform cleaning and educate client 

on home care

Noncommitted client or  
fragile patient (e.g., those with 
cardiac or renal disease)
	� Perform extraction of 

affected teeth
	� Perform cleaning and 

educate client on home care

No periodontal disease (PD 0)
	� 0% bone loss on radiograph
	� Normal gingiva

Gingivitis present (PD 1)
	� Gingival inflammation
	� All pockets < 3 mm
	� No furcation exposure
	� No pathologic mobility

Periodontitis present (PD 4)
One or more of the following present: 
	� > 50% bone loss on radiograph
	� Pockets > 6 mm
	� Furcation stage 3
	� Stage 2 or 3 mobility

Periodontitis present (PD 3)
One or more of the following present: 
	� 25%–50% bone loss on radiograph
	� Pockets > 6 mm
	� Furcation stage 2
	� Maximum stage 1 mobility

Periodontitis present (PD 2)
One or more of the following present: 
	� < 25% bone loss on radiograph
	� Pockets > 3 mm but < 6 mm
	� Furcation stage 1
	� No pathologic mobility

*Pocket depths in this algorithm are guidelines 
for an average-size patient.
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